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Tuberculosis of Bones and Joints. By N. Senn, M. D.,]'h.D. 

Philadelphia and London : The F. A. Davis Co., 1892. 

In a volume of five hundred pages, dedicated to the Fellows of 
the American Surgical Association, Dr. Senn treats in his masterly 
style this subject which figures so importantly in pathology and prac¬ 
tice. Recognizing the fact that a large part of the profession does 
not fully realize that most of the chronic affections of the bones and 
joints are of a tubercular nature ; and that the successful treatment of 
these diseases depends so much on an early diagnosis, and the timely 
application of constitutional and local treatment aimed against the 
tuberculosis, the author has compiled the most modern views upon 
the subject, and, with his own experiences, presented them to the 
profession in this neat volume. 

The work opens with two chapters devoted to the history of the 
development of the knowledge concerning tubercular diseases of the 
bones and joints. From the earlier times, it comes down through the 
period when surgeons first began to realize that there was something 
of a connection between these diseases and pulmonary tuberculosis, 
until the anatomico-pathological basis of tubercle was established bv 
Virchow, and the full consummation of the indisputable evidence 
offered by Koch as to the aetiology and nature of tubercular disease. 
The next chapter, finely illustrated with colored plates, is devoted to 
a biological study of the bacillus tuberculosis. Then follow chapters 
on the histology and histogenesis of tubercle. The view of Ziegler 
is adopted, that, tubercular inflammatory tissue originates from the 
fixed pre-existing connective tissue-cells, and not from leucocytes. 

The pathology, diagnosis and treatment of abscess is set forth in 
a chapter on that subject. Iodoformization and curetting are the two 
methods upon which stress is laid. Following this are chapters on 
the general aetiology of bone tuberculosis, on the general symptoms 
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and diagnosis, on the prognosis and on the treatment. Tubercular 
arthritis is taken up in the same systematic way. The author does 
not go at once into the treatment of the local condition, but lays 
much stress on the general treatment; and prophylaxis receives a 
goodly share of attention. An important principle is presented in 
the opening sentence of the chapter on local treatment. “ Although 
the existence of a tubercular bone or joint affection is only an indica¬ 
tion of an older tubercular focus in some other part or organ, the 
clinical fact remains that the primary focus frequently remains in a 
latent condition, and that reinfection is more likely to take place 
from the bone or joint lesion.” 

An excellent chapter is the one devoted to the tuberculin treat¬ 
ment of Koch. After an analysis of the statistics, and a thorough 
consideration of the subject, pro and con, the author’s unqualified 
views are expressed as follows: “ I have given Koch’s lymph a fair 
trial and have carefully observed its effects, and have become firmly 
convinced both of the danger which attends its use and its utter in¬ 
utility in curing any form of tuberculosis.” This chapter, the author 
says, has been written for the special purpose of placing himself on 
record as one who protests earnestly against further experimentation 
with this mysterious and dangerous Quid. 

Two chapters are given to the treatment of tuberculosis by paren¬ 
chymatous and intra-articular injections. The administration of iodo¬ 
form in this manner is strongly recommended. In connection with 
a case not benefited by this treatment, and in which aresection of the 
joint was subsequently done, the author goes so far as to say that he 
regards intra-articular and parenchymatous injections of iodoform as 
the best preparatory treatment for the resection of tubercular joints 
in which this treatment does not meet the pathological indications. 
The warning against converting a simple tubercular inflammation into 
a mixed infection is emphasized. 

The last thirteen chapters in the book are devoted to the study 
of tuberculosis of the special bones and joints. The operative tech¬ 
nique in the resection of the various joints is fully considered. 

This very excellent work, with its more than a hundred illustra¬ 
tions, offers no opportunity for adverse criticism. It embodies not 
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done the views and observations of Senn,but presents in a condensed 
form the modern ideas from the most recent literature on the tuber¬ 
culosis of the bones and joints. Its richness with references to the 
literature on the subject makes it a valuable book of reference as well 
as a hand-book for every-day practice. The fact that the author is 
not only a surgeon but a pathologist as well, is amply evidenced in 
its every chapter. Productions of this sort are the instruments which are 
winning for the American scientific literature the standing which ere¬ 
long it is destined to attain. It is for the American profession to 
congratulate and thank the author for having produced a work of 
,.uch scientific value. 

James 1’. Warbassk. 

Die Mikroorganismen dbr Mundhohi.e, Die oertlichen und allge- 
meinen Erkrankungen welche durch dieselben hervorgerufen 
werden von W. D. Miller, Dr. Med. et Phil., Professor am 
Zahnarztlichen Institute der Universitiit, Berlin. Mit 134 
Abbildungen im Texte, und 18 Photogrammen. Zweite Auflage. 
8vo, pp 448. Leipzig: Verlag von Georg Thieme, 1892. 

“The micro-organisms of the oral cavity” is the title of one of 
the most recent German publications. The book is a systematic com¬ 
pilation of the essentials of numerous published monographs, as well 
as the results of the author’s many original investigations. 

The first chapters are general in their scope, and give a synopsis 
of the methods of bacterial investigaton. The form, the mode of 
propagation, the way in which by their own activity they are self¬ 
destructive, and the influence of bacteria upon living, as well as upon 
lifeless material, are all the subjects of interesting paragraphs. The 
history of the discovery of ptomaines, and the distinction between 
ptomaines, toxalbumines and leucomaines form a valuable section of 
this portion of the book. 

With these general discussions as a basis the author confines his 
attention in the balance of the work to the bacteria found in the 
mouth, and growing in the nutrient media furnished by the saliva, 
mucus, desquamated epithelial cells, teeth, and the remnants of food. 



